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CITY TO ACTIVATE “HAWK” PEDESTRIAN CROSSING SIGNAL ON 24TH STREET
The City of Bakersfield is excited to announce the use of new pedestrian safety
technology on 24th Street at Pine Street. The City will activate its new High-Intensity
Activated crossWalK (HAWK) pedestrian signal on Monday, January 11.
The HAWK signal is a traffic control device used to stop vehicular traffic on a roadway
to allow for pedestrians to cross safely. Unlike an ordinary three-light traffic signal, the
HAWK signal is activated by pedestrians and stops the vehicular road traffic only
when triggered.
Pedestrians using the HAWK signal can expect very similar crosswalk experience to
crossing at a traditional signalized intersection. To activate the signal, the pedestrian
presses the button on the signal pole. They will see a solid red “don’t walk” hand turn
on. The symbol will turn to the “walk” symbol indicating it is the pedestrian’s turn to
carefully enter the crosswalk, still using caution to watch for oncoming vehicles. They
will then see the flashing “don’t walk” hand come on which allows the pedestrian to
complete their crossing, but also indicates for them not to start crossing if they are
not already in the crosswalk. The “don’t walk” hand will then turn solid again and will
remain so until another pedestrian activates the HAWK signal again.
While the pedestrian’s perspective is similar to that of a traditional signal, the
motorist’s experience will be much different. When not used, the HAWK signal is dark
and motorists are allowed to drive thru the signal while still exercising caution as they
would any other traditional crosswalk. When a pedestrian activates the HAWK signal,
the signal will start flashing yellow, alerting the motorist to prepare to stop. It will then
turn to a solid yellow, telling the motorist they must come to a complete stop. It will
then turn to a solid red as the pedestrians are utilizing the crossing. The HAWK will then
have the red lights alternate back and forth, which means once the motorist has
stopped and all the pedestrians in the crosswalk have cleared, the motorist may
continue through the intersection.
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If another vehicle approaches the stop bar during the red toggle phase, that vehicle
must stop and make sure the crosswalk is clear before they proceeding through the
intersection. Once the HAWK signal goes dark, motorists may again travel through
the intersection as normal, still exercising caution and still looking out for pedestrians
as they would at any pedestrian crossing.
The City of Bakersfield is excited about the opportunity to implement this new
innovative HAWK traffic signal technology. It is a great addition to our existing traffic
signal system and we look forward to the successful use of it by both pedestrians and
motorists.
For more information, please contact Ed Murphy, Civil Engineer III for the City of
Bakersfield, at (661) 326-3958.
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